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Development of Singing Ability

The fundamental skills related to singing.

Not Introduced
(N/A) 0% Mastery

Beginning Level
(N/A) 1%-20% Mastery

Developing
(N/A) 21%-40%
Mastery

Intermediate
(N/A) 41%-60%

Functional
(N/A) 61%-80%

Proficient
(N/A) 81%-100%

Teacher Notes

(N/A)

Vocal Range

The distance between
the highest and lowest
pitches that a singer is
able to comfortably sing.

Vocal Registration
Vocal registration refers
to the system of vocal
registers within the
human voice. Most vocal
teachers today divide
the human voice into
three registers; chest
(lower voice), middle
voice, and head voice
(higher voice/falsetto in
changed male voices).
Similar registration
events occur in all
voices, male and female.

Vocal Tone/Timbre
The quality or character
of the singing voice; how
the sound is perceived.

Intonation

A student’s ability to
sing in tune with and
without the use of a
support instrument. The
ability to sing intervals
accurately.

Not Introduced

The student has a very
limited vocal range for
his/her stage of vocal
growth and physical
development.

Not Introduced

Vocal registers, including
chest voice, middle voice
and head voice, are not
developed.

Not Introduced

Singing tone is not
smooth, even or fully
resonant throughout the
range. Singing tone may
be described as several
of the following: breathy,
thin, pinched, or nasal.

Not Introduced

The student is not able
to match pitch for much
of his/her vocal range.

Beginning Level

The student has a
limited vocal range for
his/her stage of vocal
growth and physical
development.

Beginning Level

Vocal registers, including
chest voice, middle voice
and head voice, are in
the beginning
developmental stages.
Registers may be very
uneven. The student
may be able to utilize
only one of the three
vocal registers.

Beginning Level

Singing tone is
somewhat smooth, even,
and resonant throughout
some of the range.
Singing tone may be
described as one or
more of the following:
breathy, thin, pinched, or
nasal.

Beginning Level

The student can match
most pitches for most of
his/her vocal range. The
student is unable to sing
intervals in tune.

Developing

The student is able to
use some of his/her
vocal range comfortably
for his/her stage of vocal
growth and physical
development.

Developing

Vocal registers, including
chest voice, middle voice
and head voice, show
signs of development.
Registers may be
uneven. The student is
able to utilize one or two
of the three vocal
registers.

Developing

Singing tone is
somewhat smooth, even,
resonant and pleasant
throughout most of the
range. Singing tone may
be described as one of
the following: breathy,
thin, pinched, or nasal.

Developing

The student can match
most pitches for all of
his/her vocal range. The
student can sing only a
few intervals in tune.

Intermediate

The student is able to
use a moderate portion
of his/her vocal range
comfortably for his/her
stage of vocal growth
and physical
development.

Intermediate

Vocal registers, including
chest voice, middle voice
and head voice, are
easier to distinguish and
maneuver between.
Registers may be
somewhat uneven and
student is able to utilize
at least two of the three
vocal registers.

Intermediate

Singing tone is mostly
smooth, even, resonant
and pleasant throughout
most of the range.
Singing tone may be
described as one of the
following: breathy, thin,
pinched, or nasal.

Intermediate

The student can match
most pitches for all of
his/her vocal range. The
student can sing some
intervals in tune.

Functional

The student is able to
use most of his/her vocal
range comfortably for
his/her stage of vocal
growth and physical
development.

Functional

Vocal registers, including
chest voice, middle voice
and head voice,are clear
and the student is
beginning to mix register
breaks. Registers are
moderately even and
student is able to utilize
two or three of the three
vocal registers.

Functional

Singing tone is smooth,
even, resonant and
pleasant throughout
most of the range.
Singing tone may be
described as one of the
following: slightly
breathy, slightly thin,
slightly pinched, or
slightly nasal.

Functional

The student can match
most pitches for all of
his/her vocal range. The
student can sing most
intervals in tune.

Proficient

The student is able to
use the fullest spectrum
of his/her vocal range
comfortably for his/her
stage of vocal growth
and physical
development.

Proficient

Vocal registers, including
chest voice, middle voice
and head voice,are clear
and the student can mix
most register breaks.
Registers are even and
student is able to utilize
all three of the three
vocal registers.

Proficient

Singing tone is smooth,
even, fully resonant and
pleasant throughout the
entire range.

Proficient

The student can match
most pitches for all of
his/her vocal range. The
student can sing almost
all intervals in tune.
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Ease of Singing
The freedom with which
the singer produces
sound with the body and
voice.

Breathing

The ability to properly
engage the diaphragm in
the inhalation process.

Breath Support
Efficient use of the
singer’s stream of
breath, determined by
the use of abdominal
and oblique muscles in
order to control the
speed at which the
diaphragm relaxes back
to a neutral state (i.e. as
it was before the breath
was taken). The ability
to sing full phrases
without needing a
breath.

Diction

Degree of clarity and
distinctness of
pronunciation in speech
or singing; enunciation.
In voice lessons, this will
pertain to the vowels
and consonants of an
indicated language under
Teacher Notes.

Voice Change
Stage of vocal growth
according to physical
development.

Not Introduced

The student does not
sing with little ease,

using much visible or
audible body tension.

Not Introduced

Inhalation is not deep
and low in the body, full
and quiet for slow
breaths. Fast breaths are
problematic. The ability
to breathe correctly for
singing is not a habit.

Not Introduced

The student cannot sing
a partial phrase of music
(typically 2-3 measures)
using one breath and the
proper physical
technique. Singing tone
is not clear, resonant and
in tune for the phrase.

Not Introduced

Vowels for select
language are not
properly shaped and
enunciated. Consonants
for select language are
not crisp, clear and
properly enunciated.

Not Introduced

Student shows no
evidence of voice
change.

Beginning Level

The student sings with
little ease, using signs of
visible or audible body
tension.

Beginning Level

Inhalation is somewhat
deep and low in the
body, full and quiet for
slow breaths. Fast
breaths are problematic.
The ability to breathe
correctly for singing is
not a habit.

Beginning Level

The student struggles to
sing a partial phrase of
music (typically 2-3
measures) using one
breath and the proper
physical technique.
Singing tone is clear,
resonant and in tune for
some of the phrase.

Beginning Level

A few vowels for select
language are properly
shaped and enunciated.
A few consonants for
select language are
crisp, clear and properly
enunciated.

Beginning Level

Student shows
preliminary signs of
voice change, possibly
including breathiness to
singing tone, thinning of
vocal tone in high range,
lessening of vocal range.

Developing

The student sings with
some ease, using some
signs of visible or audible
body tension.

Developing

Inhalation is somewhat
deep and low in the
body, full and quiet for
both slow and fast
breaths, but is much
easier for slower
breaths. The ability to
breathe correctly for
singing is somewhat of a
habit.

Developing

The student is able to
sing a partial phrase of
music (typically 2-3
measures) using one
breath and the proper
physical technique.
Singing tone is clear,
resonant and in tune for
some of the phrase.

Developing

Some vowels for select
language are properly
shaped and enunciated.
Some consonants for
select language are
crisp, clear and properly
enunciated.

Developing

Student shows signs that
voice change may be in
its beginning stages,
including breathiness to
singing tone, thinning of
vocal tone in high range,
lessening of vocal range.

Intermediate

The student sings with
ease, using minimal
signs of visible or audible
body tension.

Intermediate

Inhalation is deep and
low in the body, full and
quiet for both slow and
fast breaths, but may be
easier for slower
breaths. The ability to
breathe correctly for
singing is somewhat of a
habit.

Intermediate

The student is able to
sing a partial phrase of
music (typically 2-3
measures) using one
breath and the proper
physical technique.
Singing tone is clear,
resonant and in tune for
most of the phrase.

Intermediate

Most vowels for select
language are properly
shaped and enunciated.
Most consonants for
select language are
crisp, clear and properly
enunciated.

Intermediate

Student shows signs that
voice change may be in
progress, including
breathiness to singing
tone, thinning of vocal
tone in high range, voice
cracking, lessening of
vocal range, deepening
of lower register notes.

Functional

The student sings with
almost complete ease,
using no visible or
audible body tension.

Functional

Inhalation is deep and
low in the body, full and
quiet for both slow and
fast breaths. The ability
to breathe correctly for
singing is almost a habit.

Functional

The student is almost
able to sing a full phrase
of music (typically 3-4
measures) using one
breath and the proper
physical technique.
Singing tone is clear,
resonant and in tune for
most of the phrase.

Functional

Almost all vowels for
select language are
properly shaped and
enunciated. Almost all
consonants for select
language are crisp, clear
and properly enunciated.

Functional

Student shows signs that
voice change may be
advancing, including
breathiness to singing
tone, thinning of vocal
tone In high range, voice
cracking, deepening of
lower register notes,
increased singing
volume.

Proficient

The student sings with
complete ease, using no
visible or audible body
tension.

Proficient

Inhalation is deep and
low in the body, full and
quiet for both slow and
fast breaths. The ability
to breathe correctly for
singing is now a habit.

Proficient

The student is able to
sing a full phrase of
music (typically 3-4
measures) using one
breath and the proper
physical technique.
Singing tone is clear,
resonant and in tune for
the entire duration of the
phrase.

Proficient

All vowels for select
language are properly
shaped and enunciated.
All consonants for select
language are crisp, clear
and properly enunciated.

Proficient

Student shows signs that
voice change may have
occurred and is settled
(for now). The student's
singing voice may be
dramatically altered,
including a different
singing range, increased
singing volume, clearer
singing tone.
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